




















SAM

same time as you are discovering just how fast
the electric tim is reacting), you get to find out
about the aileron response — this usually varies
between, “That's pretty responsive,” in sormnething
like an RV, to, " wonder # the ailerons are
connecied,” in something like a Maule — or even,
“fire the ailerans really this stiff or did | leave a
control lock in?” on the Famborough F1 protatype.

So, by the fime you are crossing the upwind
numbers, you generally know how well sorted an
aeroplane is, and presurably how much the
designers cared sbout handling qualities. The SAM
was bloody great and | knew that we'd be able to
have some fun as we ciimbed away looking for
some aeroplane-free sky to go and play in.

amount of stallawarning the SAM's behaviour is
impeccable. If you had encugh altitude you could
sit there for ages with the stick fully back and the
aeroplane’s nose bobbing up and down. Stall
speeds, for collectors of such numbers, were just
over 50mph dean and 44mph with full flap.

Back at cruise the nice handling and sprightly
roll rate encourage you to play. The SAM is
stressed for +4/—2g (plus & safety factor of 1.5),
and | dare say that some pilots may find their
enthusiasm and exuberance getting the better of
them, but s not been canceived as an aeros
maching, and allowing yourself to be tempted
could well end in tears for someone.

Heading back to Sebring, we didn't have huge
amounts of height 1o lose. Thierry had wamed that
it was a fairly slippery aireraft and should you find
yourself both descending and distracted, there’s a
155mph Yne to serously bear in mind. The first
stage of the Fowler flaps can go down at 90mph,

and | flew the approach at 70mph, which was
probably between 5 and 10mph too fast. The
reward for this slightly sloppy flying was a landing
that you wouldn't describe as a greaser, but
neither of us needed dental work so it wasn't that
bad either.

So it seermns that the SAM has quite a lot going
for t, if different is your kind of thing. For starters it
looks like no ather LSA or ultralight that I'm
farniliar with, and while it can't even compete with
the looks of a Ryan STA, it certainly fares better
than an awful lot of two-seaters. Talking of seats,
the tandern configuration may not be the most
social way of sharing the joy of flight, but 'm going
10 suggest that s what most pilots would prefer if
thelr selfish gene was dominant. iany say that

conservative. Many of us want our aeroplanes
to be like other aeroplanes, and to be capable
of fuifiling lots of different roles somewhere
near competently.

There are people aut there buying and
building the SAM — we had a chat with one
builder at Sebring and Thietry is working on
bringing it to Europe — but while [ think we
should celebrate its differences, |
don't think we'll be seeing a mass
arrival of SAMs at Oshkosh or the
LAA Rally anytime soon. B
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Hinged canopy makes
getting in and out pretty
straightforward once you've
climbed on the wing

7 DIMENSIONS

TECH SPEC

23] L -3 7 : Wingspan 28ft Bin (8.7m)
Fighter feel with a Rotax sitting on the centreline gives you that fighter feel Lengﬂ-]l) 211t 4in (6.5m)
= The view is excelient, the handling is great and the - [ wouldn't know — but the lovely handhng Wing area 137.8 s/t

; cockpit is comfortable, what's not to like? if you're encourages you to consider wings level as a g WEIGHT§ & LOADING
= interested in the numbers, we were dimbing at transient phase or something to think about for LMa:;gfmss """et'g'“ iﬁ:’ --------------- 1,320l <ii8kzgj
' abc?g 650fpm and when we levelled off we were  take-off and landf_ng anly. From the outside you'd E:ptyﬁ?;lgi_.‘:f.n.--?:..................:;i-&;l_l';“(l;u6;-kg§
il cruising around at about 105mph. You can go never guess that it was powered by a Rotax, but Useful load 510lb (23 1kg)
| faster, | saw 122mph, but all seemed right with your low fuel bills will give the game away. Fuel 22usg/43 litres
| the world (and the enging) at around 105. The Stick all of that together and you'd think you > PERFORMANCE :
' NACA aerofoil used by Zibi is very similar to that would have a winner. .. except that General vae... 155mph (134kt)
' db f the Var's aircraft, and not Aviation fsri't really like that. Truth is, whil Max cruise B HpRRICE)
used by many of the Var's aircraft, and no viation isn't really fike that. Truth is, while we Range at max CHSe ... S00Mies (434nm)
. unexpactedly in slow flight, should you find often find ourselves moaning about the fack of Rate of climb 710fpm
l yourself needing to loiter, produces some very progress or innovation, we're a bit on the Stall speed, full flaps .cveorecrrn 42mph (36kY)
dodle handling; although there’s not a huge conservative side. Actually, make that very Stall speed, clean ...commnnnn. 49mph (42k1)

W ENGINE

Rotax 9125 10Chp

© PROPELLER
Sensenich 70in, ground-adjustable

= PRICE

Standard airframe kit (no enging, prop, instruments,’
avionics) §29,000

Quickbuild Airframe Kit (no engine, prop,
instrurments/avionics) $41,800

Estimated build time for standard kit: 900hr
Estmated build time for quickbuild kit: 50Chr

CONTACT DETAILS

WAWWLSEM-airaraft com

Like a newsreader, the
SAM looks best from
the waist upwards






